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Ne 
9 one, ſhall ſerve ing nd of 


IL Latin Motto, and Preface. As 


fora Dedication I omit it ſor 
two Reaſons t Firſt, to accom- 
pl my Deſign of x 'Tyining the Law : 
( common Practice amopg our 


— ä — 


Authors) 
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Authors,) who will find ſome Difficulty in 
_ diſpoſing of this Pamphlet without having 
its beginning grac'd with the numerous Titles 
of ſome great Don Secondly, confidering 
that ſuch great Dons are too niggardly to 
act otherways than like their Anceſtor Dives 
to Lazarus; and, Laſtly, the remaining Part 
of the Country being too much impoveriſh d 
to have it in their Power to behaveaccording 
to their innate Generoſity. All which being 700 
poſſible I cannot think it prudent to give my 
ſelf the unneceſſary Trouble of ſo much Plat- 
tery, as is requir'd to. give ſome Mena good 
Character, or ſo much loſs of Time where 
nothing is to be got. 'Fherefore, without 
Ceremony, I ſhall begin the Touch I pro- 
poſed upon Etymology, &e. VIV 


Wu x in the Name of Wonder the Ante- 
diluvian Gentry, or the old Hunxes their 
Deſcendants, meant by tranſmitting. to Po- 
ſterity their Hjercelyphicks,.and ſuch curſed 
hard Words, for as Etymology and ſuch like, 
cannot tell: Unleſs they did it by way of 
ſetting us either a Greek-Riddle, or-Cantab, 
Pun, with Explanations much more dificult 
to conſtrue, than the Riddle or Pun it ſelf, 
Telling us at the ſame Time, that whoever 
could underſtand what was not to be under- 
ſtood, would be enabled in the Twinkling of 

A Fed-ſtaff, to unravel the Myſtery of My- 


7 bis (4K ſeries, 
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ſeries, and Derivation of all Derivations, for 

the ſpeedy reſolving all Cramboes, rooting the 
meaning from their moſt obſcure Caverns; and 
making their Ratio of this, that, and t other, 
clear as the Sun at Noon-day, provided the 
Weather was not clondy. een 


Tur Diſadvantages Erymolhgy labours 
under, ſeem to be owin of to the length 
of Time it has been us d, and ought to be 
thrown away for that Reaſon, tho' never ſo 
good : Secondly, the prevailing Party of 
Troopees cry out, That tis a Shame any hard 
Words'contriv'd by your naſty filthy old Fel- 
lows, who cames ſtinking out of the Ark, 
ſhould be mingled in this our ſo much im- 
proved Age, with their ſublime new fangled 
Phraſes, more nicely adapted for adreſſing the 
Ladies, being of a ſofter Nature, and tender, 
like the Heads and Hearts of their loving 
Orators. And Thirdly, altho' the @recians 
have been soul a wiſe and grave 
People; yet no Part of their Dialect can be 
thought entertaining, to a Sett whoſe Heads 
are turned more to their own fingular Plea- 


ſures, than to make Camels of themſelves, 


and bear ſuch beaftly Loads of Thonght for 

the good of the Public. And as neither 
Etymology or any other Words having their 
Derivation from that wiſe People, are at pre- 
ſent either regarded. or nnderftood, but by 
9 5 a 
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a few good for nothing Wretches (as our 


Moderns call them:) There ought to be a 
pore: Regulation, and no Words admitted 
ut thoſe of a more ſoothing Accent, ſuch as 


Zounds, Dam-ye, Rot-ye, &c. and ſuch 


like; nevertheleſs, I cannot help thinking, 


that the Words Etymology, Momus, and 


many others of their kind, (tho' diſliked by 
ſome Perſons,) are very good Words: And1 


do verily believe were they ſet to ralian 
Airs, eompoſed by  Seigr. —— and 


Tung in Recitavio by a ſelect Number of 
Foreigners, their Harſhneſs would become 
ſmooth ana ſonorous enough, to raviſh a po- 
lite Part of Mankind, who ſeem to have 
very little Eſteem, if any, for the Significa» 


tion of Words. Such: Perſons being general- 
ly found condemning of ay having 
too much meaning, and preferring theſe 
which have in their Senſe us meaning at 
all. The latter being moſt agreable to 
their own Parts of Speech, which is pretty 
evident, eſpecially when they make Pro- 
miſes; either Finſt, to pay their juſt Debts, 
or Secondly, in their Prol to love Affairs, 


or Thirdly, when they have ſaid any thing 


tending to the Relief of their neceſſitous Pe- 


titioners, who . their Levy to 


ſome diſmal Tune, The llowing Words, of 
good my Lord, what d'y - call - em, 
ar my Lord, or Pray my Lord ; to which 


ß or a 


Heranium of Enymolegy. 
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they add a moſt diſcreet Chorus, wherein is 
blundered out that charming Word Nec 


ty! which Burden cannot fail ſuiting my 


Lord to a Hair, being a Word . void 
of Signification to his Dauſbip, and thero- 
fore the more liked: And his Honour to bs 
even with them takes particular Care, that 
ſuch his Suppliants may not be prevented loſing 


their Time, nor the Opportunity of repeatin 1 


it to him, and all the 22 often a 

as long as Time and Patience will 
permit them. During which Application, 
my Lord to ſhow his Affability, anſwers them 
with an unconcetn'd Air, in their raviſhing 
Dialect of — ſuch a One, good 
Mr. What-d'y-call-'em, and Dear Jack ( I 
beg you'll make no more Words, pray make 
no Words, Lord, Lord, what ſigniſy Words, 
which I think is no ſmall ſtroke on the Per | 


| In ſhort rich Men will not take Tims 
to give themſelves the Trouble of diving in- 
to the Erymology of ſuch Words as promiſe 
ed upon my Honour; and bad they Time 
from their Pleaſures, their Policy is much to 
be commended. For if the Stubbort 
School-Boy had ſo much Wit, as not to 
read any farther in his Horn-book than 
great A, knowing if he read B, that his 
_—_ would make him read all the other 


Letter 


k 
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Letters; why then ſhould . ſach ahi who 
are accounted very Wiſe, exceeding great, and 
ſuperlatively adorned beyond the other Part of 
Mankind, I ſay, why ſhould they give them! 
ſelves che Fatigue of going thro the innum- 
berable Affairs, attending the Performance 
(if done in a friendly Manner) of ſo large a 
Task as belongs to ſuch hard Words as T 
promi/ed je my Honour. No——- The 
— great Dons are as they 
ought to be, 5 are the IIl-begotten 


Baſtards of their Minds, generated againſt 


the Will of their Parents, and are no ſooner 
bom than tutn'd adrift naked into the World; 
and not only leſt to Starve themſelves, but 
every one who give them any Credit, being 
never kept by the Perſons who nga them. 


6 * * yet to hers. you bir Words may 
be travers d: Thoſe of Promiſe and Ho- 
nour in one Sence ſigniſie Nothing, and 

in Mother A great deal. For tis evident 


that altho a Promiſe is no more thought 


of by the Don that made it than as a meer 
Nothing, and actually meant by him as 
Nothing, yet every Promiſe he makes cau- 
ſes a gyeat deu f Fuſs, and encreaſes the 
Number - of his Attendants; which poor 
Creatures ( miſconſtruing the Mord of a 
Lord for the Lords Mord,)“ immediately 
Jeap into Credulity, and in time (to their 
r Sorrow) 


PF | 
| EF) 
Sorrow) find its Effects @ great deal worſe 
than they imagin'd. There is always 4 
great deal of Ceremony paid to a Promiſe, 
4 great deal of Money ſpent in attending 
it, 4 great deal of Virtuous Education ſa- 
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tures, they not,on:y ſeem to glory, but daily 
ſet, an Example to all Mankind to -follow 
the Paths of cheir Betters (as they call them- 
ſelves) ſo that in Time, if Providence dout 
unluckily hinder the Growth of ſuch excel- 
lent Principles, ther will geither be Etymo- 
Jogy, nor any other Word, leſt to fignitie' @ 


Fauig. mee Art 


and enjoy 


4.5 

Aras — Poor Et / Men 
ſtem already to be deny d the Privilege of 
their own Words, which Words they have 
both bought and paid for at Schoo), . nay, 
d the Poſſeſſion of for many Years: 

"Tis too plain our Words are abus'd by the 
buſy and guilty Men of the Age, who in 
Coffee-Houſes turn, winde, and miſconſtrus 
them from our innocent Meaning, according 
to their ſeveral Occaſions ; elſe how came it 


that the Words Leviathan, Cardinal Wool- 
| ſey, and that plaguing one Inuendo? were 


taken ſo much amiſs ? For I'm ſure Leria- 
than is in the Revelations, Cardinal ho- 
ſey in Baker's Chronicle, and Inuendo in all 
the beſt Dictionaries extant : And yet we 
find thoſe buſy Wretches, thoſe Momus's of 
the Times were diſguſted at them Words; 
but I think they were as well rewarded for 
their Inſolence, in throwing their Javelins, 


| and ſhooting their Arrows at a Great May; 


they have found to their Coſt, that aiming at 
a Bookſeller, is like ſhooting at the Levia- 
than, whole Scales are impregnable, they 


not having any thing for their Labour but a 


Return of their Fools Bolts, which have juſt- 
iy rebounded againſt their own Breaſts ; and 
"tis judg'd, as the Proverb fays, That they 
would never have loo d for the Daughter 
of Miſchief in the Oven of Scandal, hid they 
wecer been there themſelves. sven 
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Sven Momus's as theſe, according to their 
new Method of Criticiſm, you'll find daily 
endeavouring to prove eas to be Nays ; and 
Nays, Teas. They alone enjoy the Art and 
Liberty of Utterance in ſuch manner, that 
whatever Words they ſpeak or write, ſhall 
either have Meaning, or no Meaning, juſt as 
they pleaſe to admit them, which 1 am in 
hopes is fully demonſtrated, in ſhewing that 
the Word Promiſe with ſome People ſigni- 
fies ſometimes a Reſolution to diſappoint 
their Friends; ſometimes 4 oke, and ſome- 
times Nothing; whilſt among others of a 
different Claſs to their Donſhips, there is 
no Word has a more beautiful Meaning, it 
being by them thought to imply a noble Re- 
ſolution faithfully to perform a charitable 
Act for the Relief and Support of their re- 
queſting, neceſſitous Neighbours in the moſt 
friendly Manner. Nevertheleſs till we con- 
fider further, we ſhould not blame thoſe 
Dons for their ſeveral and different Conſtruc- 
tions of the Word, whoſe Ideas may poſſibly 
in ſome reſpects prove the beſt, for ought 
that we know. Nor does it ſeem unlikely 
when I ſcan the Matter a little better ; for 1 
muſt own, that an Irjun&ion to perform cha- 
titable Acts, Gc. upon ſo fimple a Founda- 
don as a Promiſe, is only a Notion cultiva- 
ted among your poor © Methanicks, Mer- 
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chants, Tradeſmen, Gentlemen, and ſuch 
like, who according to ſome People's Opi- 
ni6ti, that one would think ſhould know, are 
deem' d a Sett of meer Traſh ; a low Degree 


of working Fellows; 4 courſe Earthen- Ware 


ſort of Men, who in the way of Cantahe 
Pun, love Meaning, becauſe their Fortunes 
are mean, their Wealth being licentiouffy 
expended in filthy Induſtry for the Benefit of 
others; a ſort of Scrubs, who enjoy Honour 
without an Eſtate, and are Noblemen with- 


out a Title; in ſhort, they are a ſort of 


Wretches who for their Poverty are out of 
Faſhion at preſent to converſe with. But 
Timothy Wronghead, Eſq; who too often 
thinks his Judgment better than any other's, 
and being a great Lover of Etymology, was 
endeavouring to prove there is a great Diffe- 
rence between what ſome Folks call a Per- 


fon of Quality and a Nubleman, affirming 


that the latter, tho never ſo poor, are the 
beſt Claſs of People in the Univerſe, and 
gave me the following Opinion of his Family 
in few Words upon it: They ſay every No- 
bleman is a Perſon of Quality in Equity, 


whereas every Perſon of Quality cannot be 


made a Nobleman ; the Law of Nature ha- 


ving put in fo many Caveats and Bars a- 


gainſ it in the begetting of them. To Which 
they added, endeayouring to prove a Noble« 
Wang Wits HKS 16 56 eee 
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of Quality ; that ſuch Noblemen as they 


meant, tho not in Stations which ſome 


Folks call Power, yet they pay their Debts, 
and perform their. Promiſes ; whereas ſuch 


Perſons of Qpality as they ſpoke of, were 


never Born with a Spirit great enough to do 
either ; concluding that the former Sort not 
being in Power, confirm'd them in the Truth 


of the Saying, oiz. That ſuch Perſons of 


Ouality are much ſafer in flealing a Horſe, 
than fuch poor Noblemen in looking over the 


How right 'Squire Wronghead O Family 


may be in their Sentiments, I ſhall not pre- 


tend even to imagine; for the Man himſelf 
has very ſtrange Notions, and, I ſuppoſe, is 
often at Work upon Etymology among his 
Tribe, without regarding the celebrated Me- 
thods of the two —— Univerſities of ſound 
Learning, whoſe accuſtom'd Charity in Com- 
paſſion to his Weakneſs, would have better 
inſtructed him, had he ever apply d to them; 


but the Opinion he entertains of his own Na- 


tural Parts, makes him think 'twas never 
worth his while. He will wreſt ye many 
Meanings from an abſolute Nothing, and 
argue upon 'the Words Meaning and No- 
Meaning fo long, till he brings them back 
again to the Centre of his Underſtanding, 
which is Nothing: And juſt ſo he has done 
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ly Hand to Fiſt contriving, drawing up 
Schemes, forming of -Treaties, or propoſing 
of Articles for the maintaining of Etymology 
according to its original State, and erecting 
of Barriers for the Defence of it, againſt its 
dreaded and moſt ' potent Enemies, thoſe 
Legions of Toopees, and Gad-dem-ye-Sirs, 
which ſort of People they take to be very 
dangerous Fellows: And poor J/ronehead, 
with the reſt, not enjoying a Stock of neu- 
faſhion'd Learning ſufficient either to under- 
ſtand or engage them, were all like to have 
been frighted out of their Wits about it; 
yet had they loſt the little Wit they poſleſs'd, 
I can't but ſay it would have prov'd the ſa- 
feſt Shelter they could have pitch'd upon, to 
hide them from their Enemy's Search ; for I'm 
perſwaded the Gad-dem-ye-Sirs eſpecially, 


would never have been able to have diſtin- 


guiſh'd em from their own Party, in that 
Diſguiſe, nor could their Speech betray'd 
them as Enemies to the Toopees, being with- 
out Wit. In ſhort, theſe Squires and the 
Doctor don't like nor underſtand their Ene- 
my's Contrivance of the fam'd Poder and 


Balls for a Philoſophical Battle; they don't 


approve of Jokes; they ſaid it look d as if 
they were thought Fools, and had never 
ſeen a Battle by way of Argument in good 
earneſt: Upon which, Vill. Blunderbuſs 
xecollecting, produced that worthy Piece, 


tbe 


(149 
the Battle of the Books; as a Preſident, which 
ſer them all to Rights ; 'and having ſo good 
a Proof, they immediately prick d that Book 
down as one of their principal Forts. 


Ons Night I found them very near quar- 
relling, endeayouring to decide whether i- 
braltar was of the ſame Derivation with 
Gi#blitore, or Gijblitore ſynonymous with 
Gibraltar: Or further, ſuppoſing that Ei- 
braltar and Giblitore were two different 
Places, whether they lay contiguous to each 
ether or not ; and where they, or either of 
them, were ſituated, lying, or being; or 
whether there was, or were not, any ſuch 
Place or Places: All which they moſt learn- 
edly argued upon for ſome time, till they 
ceneluded with this weighty Opinion, That 
if either of thoſe Names ſignified any Place, 
or two Places, provided its or their Walls 
were fo hard as either of their joint or ſepa- 
rate Names ſeem'd to them, that then, and 
in ſuch Caſe, jt was their joint and ſeparate 
Opinions, and ſtrong Belief, that ſuch Place 
or Places neither would, or could, ever be 
taken; or if either it, or they, ſhould or 


 eould ever be taken, or took, it did not fig- 
niſie one Farthing to them, or either of 


them : For whereas ſuch Place or Places 
ſeem d ſituated far off, and as they, nor ei- 
ther of them, had ever ſeen either one, the 
W ah other, 
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other, or both, they agreed it was no Con- 
Ceri or Buſineſs of theirs, very loyally ſub- 


mitting to the Will of higher Powers, and 
then adjourn d to the next Evening. | 


TE next Evening my Curioſity invited 
me to their Adjournment, where I found 
them upon their 6/4 Topic. Squire Wrong- 
head had, the Moment J enter d, ſtarted a 
Queſtion concerning the Ey mology of the 
Word Craftſman ; but miſtaking the old 
Word for the new, which latter he firſt pro- 
pos d, and running on in his Argument the 
wrong fide of his own Queſtion, he bungl'd 
ſo confoundedly in his Endeayours to reaſon 
on that Head, that he ſeem'd to me like a 
Jockey at Newmarket, who rode his 
Horſe 7ebu the wrong Side of the Poſt, on 
purpoſe to loſe the Heat: And ſo the Squire 
continued for a while, till Doctor Puzzle» 
pate turn d the Rein of his Thought, and 
ſet him in the right Road, by informing him 
that the Word (yaſiſman, which he ſeemd 
then to argue upon, could not be the ſame 
with what he feem'd firſt to mention; ſor 


the Craſiſman he now ſpoke of, was an an- 


tique Term for a Tradeſman, which was 
ſometimes taken for the Shoemnker's Frater- 


A nity, under the Juriſdiction of St, Criſpin ; 
which Sett of induſtrious Men call one the 
other Brother Crafty) or Qrafiſman, a pious | 


ſort 
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ſort of People, who generally keep St. Mon- 
day, and ſometimes St. Tueſday, Wedneſ- 
day. Thurſday, and St. Friday, Holy, as 
Days of Contrition and Pennance for their 
having debauch'd the foregoing Sunday. 
But this I muſt ſay for em, They labour 
very hard the remaining Part of the Week 
to make good their loſs of 'Time, and to 
maintain their Families. There is alſo the 
Word Craft, or Craftſman, as commonly 
accepted, for Boats, Lighters, and Barges 
upon the River, all which are call'd Craſt, 
and their Owners Craftſmen : But chiefly 
this old Word Craftſman ſeems to have its 
Derivation, and moſt to be eſteem'd, from 
the moſt ancient and celebrated Brotherhood 
of Arts and Sciences, the Free Maſons. 
Squire Mrongbead, who ſeem'd pleaſed 
with a Deſcription he had not heard before, 
and being ſet right, it encouraged him to 
proceed in his uſual bright Way, upon the 
new Word, which, he ſaid; had, notwith- 
ſtanding, ſome Affinity with the old One, as 


he found by what the Doctor had mention- 
ed: For that altho' he did not really intend 


that either Shoemakers, Owners of Craf?, 
or Free Maſons, ſhould have had any Share 
in the Queſtion, as he firſt put it, yet he ne- 
vertheleſs; allow'd that his Meaning was to 


examine into the Nature of ſuch a Craftſman, 


who, in his Opinion, knew as well * 
2155 | | 796 
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the Shoe pinch d bis Countrymen's Feet, as 
any Criſpin of them all. Likewiſe could 
find where the Secret Treaſure lay belong- 
ing to a wreck d Veſſel, * to the beſt 
Diver among the Water Tribe; and laſts 
ly, whoſe political Wiſdom could as 
faähfelly keep a Secret that did not tend 
to the Prejudice of Ben Pub, as any. Free 
Maſon of undoubted Integrity: For, added 
the Sgutre, the Crafiſman I mean, is, as 1 
take it, according to Geneology, without be- 
ing in the leaſt beholding to the Flattery of 
a Herald for a Pedigree, a Man lineally 
deſcended from a Cunning-man, which Cun- 
ning-man was the Son of a IWiſe Man, which 
Wi Man was the Son of a Conjurer, which 
Conjurer muſt certainly have been the Son of 
ſomebody who knew the Devil and all. But 
you know the Magic there is in fome Conjus 
ring Wands, when you are once dratun 
within their Circles. Muin- Budgets the 
Word of Command; and then what ſignifies 
the Signification of any thing one eould ſay 
or do, when too often we find that our own 
Words choak us, as ſoon. for being pent ing 
as for their being utter d improperly, or con- 


trary to the nem Rules of Criticiſm. . 


Will Blunderbuſs hearing what dangerons 
Conſequences. might attend Paraphraſing 
upon the Mord Crafiſman,-and. neither he, 
Squire Timothy, _ the Doctor, being o- 

a ver- 


. 
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ver-burden'd with Knowledge ſufficient to 
make out clearly what a Craftſman was, 
or who he was ; Will was very near prov- 
ing a Diſſenter ; tor he urg'd, that Mordes 
without Meaning began, in his Opinion, to 
appear he ſaſeſt and moſt faſhionable among 
the Wiſeacres in Eſteem; and he did not 
know but he might greatly mend his Cir- 
cumſtances by taking 2 Conventicle to him- 
felf, where he ſhould have nothing further 
to do than to chooſe Hurlothrumbo for his 
Text the firſt Day, Chimes of the Times 
the remaining Part of the Week, and collect 
Pence without Number: Which Motion ſet 
"Squire VWronghead and the Doctor immedi- 
ately upon his back, calling him a merce- 
nary, new-fſaſhion'd Fellow, raving like 
Madmen left they ſhould loſe ſo excellent a 
| Confederate in their purpoſed Alliance for 
the Support of Erymology. But in a fmall 
Time their Fears were removed; for Will 
 Blunderbuſs, whoſe Fire of Paſſion. only 
flaſnh'd in the Pan, did no further Miſchief 
than create a little Smoak, inſignificant as 
a Whif of Tobacco, which ſoon vaniſhed, 
and all were re-united ; concluding, that they 
knew no more of the Mord Crafiſman, than 
that they believ'd it meant a very cunnin 

Man; and that if it was fo, they ſhoul 

be very glad to enjoy ſuch a One's Opinion 
of an Affair that once happen d to all 2 
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| (19 ) 
of them; which Story IJ had the Favour of 


hearing related by themſelves the next Night, 
to which they adjourn'd. | 


Tux next Night, according to Appoint- 


ment, I did my ſelf the Honour of meeting 


em; and altho at the beginning of the Diſ- 
courſe they confeſs d that neither of them 
could make any thing of what they were 
going to relate, yet I propoſed to my ſelf no 
ſmall Pleaſure in hearing what odd- Notions 
ſome People entertain of 'Things for want of 
a right Knowledge. 


Tzu were ſome time in deciding who 
ſhould be the Speaker ;- but Squire Mrong- 
head at laſt was appointed to hold Forth, 
as having the beſt Memory; and the Doctor, 
with Squire Bl/underbuſs, were agreed to 
fit during the Affair, as two of the Criticks 
Jury did upon the Body of Divine Shake- 
ſpear, /ately murder d again by a great Poet, 
to the inexpreſſible Grief and Loſs of his Exe- 
cutors th Bookſellers, who generally take 
Poſſeſſion of Men's Souls, binding them up 
in Calves-Skin Coffins, before either their 


Bodies care to part with them, or Nature 


has the Time to take away their old Cloaths, 
which ſhe has a Right to according to her 


own Law. 


15 0 2 


Ar 


Eleven preſently ſtart 


(29): 


Ar length the Squire open'd, with the 
Aſpect of a Stuck Pig, and in the following 
Manner gave me an Account of the unac- 
countable Accident that had befallen. this 
wonderful Triumvirate. 


Ir happened one Afternoon, ſaid the 
Squire, we Three taking a ſerious Walk to- 
gether, willing to club each of us our Two- 


pence in the Way, unfortunately dropp d in- 


to a damn d Coffee -Houſe near Drury- Lane, 
the Reputation of which we were innocent 
of; where, to our great Surprize, we found 
our ſelves ſurrounded with a Sett of our pro- 
ſeſs d Enemies, the ad- dem- ye- Sire, whoſc 
Brains rattled in their Sculls like their Dice 
in the Boxes they we = play with : Seven or 

up. in our Minds, 
and we too ſoon found we had nick d it; 
for in an Inſtant they aroſe, Gad dem ye Sirs 
faid one, Cad dem ye Sirs ſaid another, 
and ſo ou thro the whole Company ; that in a 
Minute we were under too ſtrong a Guard 
for any poſſibility of making a Retreat: We 
were immediately Chriſten'd according to 
their Religious Opinions, which don't a lit- 
tle vary from Chriſtianity. Squire Blunder- 
buſs they ſaid was a Caccaſougo ; Doctor 
Puzzlepate they obligd with the Name of 
an Old Put, and my ſelf they much * 

e 
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ed with the Stile and Title of an Old Prigg. 
That we were all old Fellows, we readily 
confeſs d; but we humbly deſir d, as they 
had ſhewn us the ſingular and unneceſlary 
Friendſhip of ſtanding Godfathers ungsk'd, to 
three ſach Piecesof Antiquity,that theywou'd 
add ſo far to the Favour already receiv'd, 
as to give us the Bleſſing of our Liberty to 
_ depart thoſe Premiſes : To which Petition 
they one and all roar'd out, (lond as a Bell 
alt the Size ot St. Paul's Cupulo with the 
Monument for its Clapper,) Gad dem ye 
Gre, you're our Priſoners, - - Gad dem 
ye Sirs, well have ſome Fun with ye, - - - 
And ay that they wou'd, Cad dem ye Sirs. 
Moſt patiently we endur d being taken into 
their Cuſtody, and according to the Order 
of their Committee we were ſoon hurried 
away to a Metamorphoſing Houſe in the 
| Hay-Market Where, after having been for 
ſome Time made the Sport of another Gang 
belonging to the ſame Legion, join d with a 
Party of Toopees, they uncas d us, and bound 
Skins round our Bodies, each of a different 
Specie of Brutality ; which done, they uſh- 
er d us to a large Place adjacent, where 
turn d us looſe out of our Knowledge, a- 
mong 4 Herd of Hieroghyphical Beaſts, to 
ſhift for our ſelves, till the Fodder which 
that Field afforded, was demoliſhed. We 
kept as near to each other as poſſible, re- 
| . ſolving 
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folving to muſter up what little Reaſon we 
had remaining in this our Fright, aid endea- 
vour to be contented with reflecting between, 
our ſelves on the Viſion that ſeem'd to be fet 
before us, and of which, to our Aﬀlictions, 
we bore ſome Part. We found our ſelves as 
monftrons, as much ſtar'd at, banter d, and 
as little known as the reſt, which was ſome 
Comfort in our Misfortunes ; we heard no- 
thing of great Conſequence faid among them, 
unleſs it was, Do you know me“ which e- 
very one bark d out in the Tone of 4 Lady g 
little Lap- Dog; and tho many attack d 
us with that ſublime Phraſe, yet we remain- 
ed ſtedfaſtly Mum, which, I don't doubt, 
made us ſtigmatiz d for fupid Creatures. I 
own every thing was ſo far beyond our Ca- 
pacity of judging, that we could never fo 
much as account for the Meaning of any Part. 
Nevertheleſs, the Notions we entertain'd 
were many; for we conjectur' d our ſelves for 
fome Time no otherways than in a Trance. 
On one ſide of the Place ſeeing a Number of 
Pyramids adorn'd with Hicroglyphical Fi- 
gures, we verily thought our ſelves in Æ- 
gypt, where either we muſt have been K7d-' 
napp d, or Conjur'd by ſome cunning Man 
or other, out of a Frolick. The Droves of 
painted Bodies which ſtalk'd by us, came 
up to us, and danc'd round us, increas d our 
panick Dread, we imagining directly (for 1 
4 can't 
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can't ſay but they put us mightily. in Mind of 
the finfullneſs of Sin) that, perhaps for ſome 
of our old Crimes, the Conjurer bad raiſed 
the Ægyptian Mummies from their peaceful 
Moſeleums, to give us not only Reproof, but 
Chaſtiſement; au that the Ceremony was 
to be pe form d by Death wrapp d up in Swa- 
thing, es call'd Swadling Cloaths : 
ut zve were ſtill miſtaken ; for 1 —— prov d 
rather a. Number of living, unſound Gra- 
WE than Corpſes ſo well preſerv'd as. tha 
Mummies are. Doctor Puzzlepate had an- 
ther Notion in, the Hieroglyphical Way 
Nee the Pyramids, and other Matters, 
hich Teem'd to lie in great Order upon the 
Pl lat form which the Pyramids Rood on, ſeem'd 
to him an Emblematical Figure of the good 
Things ſet upon the Aar of. Baal, as 4 Sa- 
crifice to him; and that the Number of ¶rar- 
mandiſers who came about it, taking all 
before them, were as a Type of the Preefts 
in thoſe Times, who dev our'd, or took to 
themſelves ſuch Gifts as —— delign d both 
for their Gr, and their Cn try. Aker 


ent sf plain way, to make a an and approy' 'd 
| Con- 
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Conſtruction of any modern Hirroghpbieks, 

which he took that Y/7/7on to repreſent : And 

upon the whole, we agreed that neither of 
us knew any thing of the Matter. In ſhort, 
when the whole Crop ſeem d eaten off the 
Ground, one of the Gad-dem-ye-Sirs came 
up to us, pull'd off his Hackney ſecond-hand 
Countenance, and commanded us to RY 
him, whrch we no ſooner heard than obeyd: 
We were clapp'd under a freſh Guard, com- 
poſed of himfelf and half a Dozen Toopeet, 
who carried us back to the ſtripping Room; 
re-equipp'd us with the inherited Apparel of 
our Grandfathers, made us drink two 01 
three very odd Healths, and at laſt turn'd ns 
out under a trippte Diſcharge of Cad dem. 


ye Sirs; e. N the following moſt 
015 


obliging Speech of, Tate your Liberties 
and may ye all Three be trebly dem d, Gad 
tem ye Sirs. 5 I 


T x1s Sir, (ſaid the ſpeaking 'Syuire) was 
the unexpected Ceremony of our Diſmiſſion, 
and as ſoon as we had recovered Faitt 
enough to believe we were at Liberty, and 
Reaſon ſufficient to ask a plain Queſtion, we 
begg'd a Chairman (as he calFd himfelf) to 
tell us where we were ; who not only very 
civily informed us, but with Humanity (which 
we had not -met with among all the Society 
we had got looſe from,) freely offered, ſeeing 
8 2 N 
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us Strangers, to be our Guides wherever we 
pleaſed to go: ſaying. further, in a pitying 
Tone, Ah Maſters ! you've been among 72 
ſad Crew of Devils. But the Directions 
which the honeſt Fellow gave us, being plain 
as our Queſtion and Purpoſe required, we 
thank'd him tothe Value ofa Shilling by way 
of Encouragement, and trudg'd Home, where 
we arrived in Safety, to our great Comfort, 
about the Hour of Six the Morning follow- 
ing : The Afternoon we ſet out: which, (as 
far as Memory will admit of) is, to the beſt 
of my Knowledge, every minute Circum- 

ſtance of the whole Affair: And thus ended 
the wonderful Story of this moſt learned 
Squire Wronghead, and his as wiſe Compa- 
nions the Doctor and Mill Blunderbuſs. 


TE were very ſolicitons that I would 
give them my Opinion upon the Whole, and 
begg'd me to ſpeak ſreely, for they were af- 
{ur'd that ſo long a Story muſt ſignifie ſome- 


thing, and that it muſt have ſome Meaning 


more than ordinary, becauſe it had puzzled 
them for ſo long a Time, I aſſur d them, it 
ſeem'd to me ſo far above my Capacity, that 


unleſs it was a joint Dream compoſed of their 


united Head- pieces to puzzle me, I could 
make nothing of it; humbly requeſting they'd 
excuſe my Back wardneſs in arguing upon an 


Affair which I declar'd had no other Appear- 


D 
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ance to me, than that they all ſeem'd to have 
been terribly frightned at ſomething or other, 
which My ſtery they themſeſves ſeem'd not 
very capable, at that Juncture, to unravel. 
Nevertheleſs, I acknowledg'd the ſingular 
Pleaſure and vaſt Diverſion. which I told. them 

they had given me in the Deſcription which 
Squire Vronghead had ſo eloquently ſet 
forth. This Speech which my wretched Ig- 
norance had contriv'd, very ſoon demonſtra- 
ted what a grand Miſtake I had made; J 
too ſoon found my ſelf as perfectly wrong, as 


I'd before thought them; for they began pre- 
ſently to make me ſenſible of their Reſent- 
ment, and dubb'd me Non Com. which they 


plainly ſhew'd by Frowns dreadful as the 
clouded Heavens, that forebodes a Storm; 
they bit their Lips, ſtar'd at one the other, 


and (to confirm me in what I dreaded) threw 
their Tobacco-Pipes, like Thunder-Bolts 


from Jobe. 


Doctor Puzzlepate began with mumbling 


out, He found me not to he the Man of Parts 
he took me for; Will Blunderbuſs ſe- 


conded him, by muttering, That I was no 
_ Specie of a Craſiſman he was poſitive; — 


and Squire }/ronghead, in his uſual diſmal 


Way, agreeing with the reſt) murmur'd 
forth manifold Reflections againſt me; all 


which put together, form'd its ſelf into a ſort 
x: .of 


8 

of united Bus, ſounding like Wind at di- 
ſtance midſt the 'Trees before the Storm 
begins. In ſhort, I found the Noiſe grow- 
ing louder and louder, which convinced me 
that my whole Buſineſs upon ſuch an Emer- 
gency, was, by ſome immediate Stratagem or 
other, to endeavour at appeaſing the tem- 
peſtuous Rage which their high ſwol'n Bo- 
ſoms, ſo poyſon'd with Indignation, ſeem'd 
to threaten me with : And as Neceſſity is 
often found to be the Mother of Invention, 
ſhe was ſo good a Mother to me at that cri- 
tical Minute, as to bid me ſtart ſome damn'd 
hard Mord or other, which, very probably, 
might turn their angry 'Thoughts, and ſer 
them upon a different Argument, in their E- 
tymological Courſe of Sport, by way of 
freſh Game; which Advice I, like a dutyful 
Child to ſo indulgent a Parent in the very 
Nick of Time, put in Practice with all de- 
ſir d Succeſs. 


I Bo Ax with the utmoſt Caution, in a gen- 
tle and moſt ſubmiſſive Tone, to importune 


the refenting Worthies that they would, if 
it was but for no longer Time than 2 Mi- 


tes, keep faſt lock d thoſe dreadful Gates 
which held as yet confin d the Furies of 
their too much injur'd Souls. - -- I acknow- 
ledged in the humbleſt Terms how much ſu- 
periour all their Judgments were to mine, - 7 

| and 
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and that 'twas only to keep my Ignorance 
conceal'd ; that I had ſtrove the putting off 
a Diſputation with Men of ſuch Parts, eſpe- 
cially upon a Subject ſo far above my Reach,- 
but humbly hop'd, as they were Witnelles 
how much I was concern'd for having ſo 
offended, that I might be favour'd with en- 
joy ing the Advantage of finding them prove 
rather inſtructive Friends, than Enemies: 
adding, that my pleaſing Hopes were not a 
little ſtrengthen'd by the Obſervations I had 
made of that noble Unity, ſo conſpicuouſly 
ſhining forth from their Trinmoirate. 


WuIIE I was expreſſing this confounded 
ſet Speech, I eaſily diſcern'd the Shy of their 
Phyſaognomies grew more and more ſerene, 
which, prompted me at once to put up my 
deſign d and well-tim'd Petition, which 
I did in a very grave Manner : moſt humbly 
deſiring they would aſſiſt the Weakneſs of 
my Intelle:'s, in giving me their Judgment 
and Thoughts upon the Etymology of what I 
believ'd v as an old Word, call'd Mo uus, 
newly brought upon the preſent Stage. 


TRE Moment I had nam'd the Mord, 
away flew Wrath, Reſentment was kick'd 
out of Doors, and a Smile of Joy ſtood 
Oentinel upon each of their Countenances. 
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TE all gap'd at the Theme I had of- 
fer d, like call Birds while the old ones 
feed them,. and would have directly gone 
upon it Ding dong, had I not regain d fo 
much Favour with them, as to get the Ar- 
gument deferr'd till the next Board; which, 
nevertheleſs, would not haye been admitted, 
but that I engag'd my ſelf to produce at their 
next Meeting, a Lift of autique Hords that 
were all taken into Cuſtody in one Houſe, 
and condemn'd for being in Confederacy 
with - Mom; upon whom Sentence was 
paſs'd by 4 General. Court of Toopees and 
Gad-dem-ye-Sirs ; 4 Sett of Wretches, who 
notwithſtanding they re both Rich and Gay; 
yet according to: Cantab. are neither Rich 
nor Tay. 


- ForxT vn: having thus quieted Affairs, 
they peacefully adjourn'd to the next Evens 
ing — cf the Clock preciſely. 


Tux Time to which they adjourn'd-be+ 
ing ſo ſhort, there was no Opportunity 'for 
me to get off my Bargain; therefore I had 
nothing leſt to do but drawing up the pro- 
mis d Liſt with the greateſt Expedition; 
Which tho I much wanted to be excusd 
from, yet it was ſuch a Propoſition as durſt 
not ſo much as hint to thoſe teſty Gentty, 
14155 | who. 


630 
who were ſo unaccountable in their Methods, 
and ſo very punttual about Nothing, that 
the leaſt thing was an arrant Affront to them, 
which to Men of Reaſon would have been 
the Reverſſemumem. VO ate, 


Their odd Method of arguing ſo long upon 
things abſolutely inſignificant, became as tire- 
ſome to me as they had formerly been divert 
ing; and how I tumbl'd into their Favour I 
can't tell ; but it ſeems they had regiſter'd 
me into their Society, without either my Con- 
ſent or Knowledge, at my firſt Arrival, and 
my ſilly Propoſal in ſtarting this new Affair, 
(as I found a little after) moſt firmly clench'd 
that Nail, which before they had only drove. 
For one among them I muſt. be, or other- 
wiſe be haunted by the evil Spirits of ſome 
one or other of their Family, daily as 1 
walk d the Streets; ſo that I rather choſe a 
private Perſecution than a publick one. 


Ax the Place appointed, ſome time be- 
fore the Hour, I had been reflecting upon the 


ſtubborn Society I was ſo unhappy to be a 


Member of. What the Devil were hard 
Words to me, - - -they were only Plagues,--- 


they never did me any Service, — What Bu- 


ſineſs was it of mine whether Words ſignified 
any thing, or nothing e - - The new-fangled 
Method of Speech, without any Meaning, 
| other 
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other than what one pleas d to put upon it, 
was more convenient for a Purpoſe I intend- 
ed to put in Execution, than all the quaint 
Terms in Chriſtendom: But alas! the Even- 
ing came on, - and to a ſecond of Time, 
while I was lolling in 7he pretty Barr-keeper's 
Lap, I was diſturb d with the Sound of ſe- 
ven a-Clock, uſher d in by the Triumwirate, 
who were now no longer a Tripple, but (by 
the Addition of my Perſon) what they call 
a Quadruple Alliance. 


I had but juſt recover'd from ſolacing my 
ſelfin a very agreeable Manner, when Squire 
Blunderbuſs and his Companions ſhot me 
quite thro the Ears, with a loud Salute of Sir 
. Your moſt humble Servant, &c. which Vol- 
ley I return'd with Gentlemen you ſee I'm 
punctual, and ſo follow'd them to their Ta- 
ble appointed for Croſs Purpoſes. 


Tax Board being ſat, I deliverd in the 
Scroll, which look'd ſomewhat like the Ti- 
1 tle-Page, and firſt Side of a Nomenclatura, 
5 but not ſo explanatory. I told them very 

plainly, I was never acquainted with any of 
the People mention'd in it,' (if they were 
People,) and hop'd they'd, excuſe me from 
any Part of the Argument, which they agreed 
to. They choſe Vill Blunderbuyſs to put the 
Oueſtions, as Matter aroſe, in proper Order; 
5 Wrong- 
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Mrong bead and Puzzlepate were appointed 
to argue upon each Crambo, while I was in- 
dulg'd to fit as an Arbitrator, if I pleas d, 
upon the Whole. 


BETO RE bey began, I was deſired only 
to inform them, whether there was not ſome- 
thing more belonged to the Scroll I had 
roduced, to which I reply'd, there really 
ad been a Sort of Book ſtirch'd at the end 
of it, but as ſeveral Perſons who ſcand it 
Syllable by Syllable, have declared Here was 
not hing in it, I never took no Pains of per- 
uling it, and ſo carelefly threw it aſide.— 
Yet believing twas impoſſible ſo many hard 
Names and Things could be made uſe of 
about nothing, 1 preſerved that Part ; and 
thought my laying it before them, might be 
a Means of bringing ſomewhat to Light, 
that ſeem'd at preſent in Darkneſs to my 
ſhallow Comprehenſion ; and which I did 
not doubt but the Cyuciples of their Brains 
would certainly effect, Further adding, 
That as it ſeemed by ſome ingenious Man 
defigned for an Entertainment; I had 
another Reaſon to believe it was 4 ver 
gocd one, becauſe thoſe 2who ſome call the 
Town, did not like it, — /ike the Fair 
Se twwho generally condemm a telebrated 
Beauty for being fo: Squire WkoNGHEAD 


gave me a gentle Reproof for offering to 


hint 


to 
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hint whether the Affair was good or bad 
by . way of Opinion, before they had begun 
to examine into the Merits of it in due 
Form and Order. I acknowledged my 
Fault. Took the Rebuke with all Chri- 
ſtian Patience. Sat my ſelf down quiet 
as a Lamb. — And Vill Blunderbuſs 
read in his Place the following Scroll which 
open d the Affair. | 


| Momus turn'd Fabulift, or Pulcan's 
Weppinc, an Opera. 


DRxAMAT IS PERSON 


JurrTtR, Neptune, Apollo, Mars, 


| Plutus, Fulcan, Mercury, Mo us. 


Jux o, VENUS, OGIE. 


TRI MINISTER Or Farr, 


ScENE is the Avenues to the Curt 
of DESTINY. 


Wurck being read; Vill Blunder- 
buſs proceeded, and propoſed as the firſt 
Quęſtion, that we ſhould give our Opinions, 
whether the Mord Momus was Tea, or 
17 | 07-4797 N Nagy, 
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Nay, a diſcreet Word, to begin the Title of 
any thing defigned as an Entertainment. 


Tn Door being thus far ſet open for De- 
bate, Doctor Puzalepate was directly opening 
dis Lips to enter upon the Argument, when 
moſt unhappily he was diſappointed by 
Squire Wroughead, who got the Start of 
him, by having ſpoke the firſt Word, fo 
that J/ronghead was allow'd to be firſt 
heard, and accordingly gave us his Senti- 
ments as follows. 


Tux Squire began with declaring, That 
the Word Momus m his Ears, differed very 
much in its Sound from any thing that 
could be entertaining to him, unleſs it was 
the pleaſing Opportunity he had met with, in 
arguing upon its Etymology and the Matter 
in Debate. And that he took it to bea 
mighty filly Effort of any one to propoſe 
the diverting your Iliterate People with 
ſuch a crabbed and uncouth Word as Mo- 
maus; for that in caſe he was to advertiſe 
any thing with a View of entertatning the 
Public ; his Judgment ſhould lead him no 
further than to ſęt forth the whole Affair in 
three Words, viz. ANI W TF RING. Af. 
ter which, he ſhould have no occaſion to 
give himſelf the Trouble of any thing more, 
than expoſing to the View of whoever came, 

either 
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3 either 4 new painted Rattle, — A new tin- 
* /e/1'd Hobby-Horſe. or a new faſhion d | 
Mouſe-Trap. But he was of Opinion, the | 
RATTLIE would beſt ſuit the Tafte : And was | 
tolerably well aſſured it could not accor- 
ding to Law give any Audience liberty ins 
a litteral Senſe, to ſay they were trick'd 
or affronted. For what reaſonable Crea- 
tures, (ſuch as every Audience is ſuppoſed to 
conſiſt of) could in Conſcience defire more 
than a Performance of all that either an 
Author had propoſed to entertain them with, ; 
or their Curioſity, having read the whole | | 
Matter before Hand, prompted them to ſee. 


Bor the Squire indeed admitted, that 
he was not altogether void of apprehending F 
ſome Diſturbances, which might attend the 
Performance of even what he had propoſed ; 
tho' never ſo inviting in its Title, or juſt in 
its Execution: For the Sui re had ſaid, as he 
had heard it very wiſely obſerv'd, that there's 
no general Rule without an Exception; fo 
he had great Reaſon to believe himſelf not 
too ſecure from Interruption, tho' his Scheme 
was New, Short, and Pathetic : There being 
always found a Mixture in Aſſemblies of 7 
diſcerning ſort of Men, whoſe extraordinary | 
Penetration generally drives them to put a ö 
more extenſive, and perhaps a worſe Mean- 

ing upon the Lucubratious of an * 
than 
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than ever the Author meant. Of .which 
Sett, the Squire ſaid, he ſhould firſt make 
bold to give ſome Account, and then pro- 
ceed in his Argument upon the Queſtion. 


Ox ſuch diſcerning Gentry, the Squire 
intimated there were three Diſtinctions; viz. 
the wiſe, — the very Wiſe, — and the 
 wiſeſt of all! Which three Claſſes of Know- 
edge, he ſaid, had their reſpective Degrees 
of judicial Imployment aſſigned them for the 
Correcting of Errors according to their ſeve- 
ral Capacities in Criticiſm ; which they 
were not only noted to tranſa& with prodi- 
gious Modeſty in the moſt generous, private, 
and conciſe Manner ; but were likewiſe ce- 
lebrated for their unparralell'd Endeavours 
effectually to eſtabliſh an univerſal ſublimity 
with regard to Letters, Speech, and Action: 
And notwithſtanding they are à Sett who 
in their pure Nature may be diſcovered to 
enjoy as equal a Fondneſs for a new thing 
as any propoſed Audience; yer the Squire 
ſaid, the Function of ſuch Men laid them 
under an abſolute Neceſſity of always ſhow- 
ing a remarkable ſort of Diſlike to all 
Performances whatever ; partly owing to 
their fear of loſing the unaccountalle Re- 
putation which they had gain d, of being 
thought capable to ſit in their Turns upon 
the zyranical Thrones of Cenſure, in op 
Eo | Body 
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lets of Verſes, Oc. that their filly Noddles 
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Body of an Amphitheatre, and partly thro 


. dread of forfeiting the charitable Contribu- 


tions of Pitt, Box, and Gallery Money, 
which is often diſtributed among them for 
the noble uſe of their ſuperior Spirits, and 


vaſt Judgment in 'damning according to 
their Manner, ſuch Authors Horks as their 
diſcreet Benefattors or Patrons have nei- 


ther leiſure from their oiolent Studies to 
amend, nor Stock ſufficient of either Cor 


rage or Cruelty to condemn -any other way 
than by ſuch their unerring Deputies. 


THis, the Squire ſaid, being conſider d, 


made it ſeem to him morally impoſſible for 
his Project, tho' a new thing, to come bet- 


ter off than Momus, or the Works of many 


\ Fools, who have miſ-employ d their Time 
in ſtriving to oblige and entertain the Pub- 


lic: Which poetical Numpſes, if they were 


Ambitious of chiming in with the Times, 
Mould, according to the Nature of them, 


rather choſe, either to have laboured in 


the Hameſles of Coach- Horſes, or otherwiſe 


run in Couples with the Collars of ſporting 


Beagles about their Necks : In which ſort 


of Iuduſt ry they would have met with much 
better Succeſs with regard to Promotion, 
than by all their miſ-ſpent Labour of the 
Brain, in compoſing even the beſt . Coup- 


could 
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could pretend to make : and therefore, he 
was convinc'd with reſpect to ſuch an Eu- 
tertainment as he had propoſed ; that altho' 
'twas fo exceedingly compatt ; yet thoſe three 
mentioned Claſſes of ſuperlative Wiſdom, 
would not fail doing him the Favour of be-- 
ing immediately about his Houſe ; and 


from whom he did not in the leaſt doubt, 


but he ſhould receive the following diſcreet, 
tho ſevere Uſage and Cenſure, by way of 
an odd Method of thanks, which they ge- 
nerally pay o an Author for the Pains be 
bas took. | 


Txt Squire ſaid he was perſwaded, that 
the Viſe would take it into their Fancies, 
to imagine by his preſenting to them @ new 
painted Rattle, that he had done it by way 
of FHieroghyphical Reflection upon the Au- 
dience: which Thought, he ſaid, could ne- 
ver have enter d his ſhallow Scull; if they 
did not conſtrue it ſo of their own Heads. 
And Ten to One, he ſaid, if the very Wife 
who are à Zerrible fort of Critics, wou'd 
not as undoubtedly cavil at the Rattle for 
making a Noiſe, which their great Wiſdom 
might perhaps take for a Sort of ſpeaking 
in their ay; and would therefore cry out 
Damn the Performance, tis out of the 


rid Rules of Pantomimes. Which if 


it ſhould ſo happen ; he ſaid 7hoſe r2wo miſe. 
. chievous 


0 


CE 
chievous Conjeftures of Reflection and 
Noiſe, would inevitably draw upon him the 
inſupportable Sentence of the Wiſeft of all, 
who never fail chiming in with he firſt 
and ſecond Claſſes, and are ſo great in their 
interrupting Ingenuity ; that no ſooner than 
an Author has been judg'd Guilty by the 
wiſe, and very wiſe; but the 2wiſeſt of all at 
once pronounce him Jamn'd without giving. 
bim the Opportunity of a further Hearing. 
Inſtantly putting a Stop to any other Perſon's 
being either diverted or quiet, Becauſe they 
won't like the Thing. | 


'Eacn of theſe Claſſes the Squire ſaid, 
had their .reſpeftive Buſineſs preſcrib'd, 
which is as follows, 9%. The Miſe were ap- 
pointed to ſhake their Heads, and be often 
juſtling whoever ſat by them; The very 
Wiſe were to Grin by way of Prologue 
to a Hiſs, and ſo to excite many others 
who knew no better, to do the ſame by 
way of Fun as they call it ; And the 
iet of all were to ſound to Arms with 
their Trumpets made of Scorpions Huckle- 
bones, blowing up the Spirit of Reſentment 


throughout the whole Aſſembly, who, accor- 


ding to their Deſign, were immediately to 
diſlike every thing except the Harmony of 
their graud Hurricane of Catt-calls, 


By 
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BY Accident, indeed, the 'S$quire ſaid, 
an Author might eſcape in a tolerable Man- 
ner; but that he own'd muſt alone be owing 
to a certain ſort of Miſtakes thoſe prodigious 
wiſe entry now and then happen to make 
in either Hiſſing or Clapping improperly : 
Which ſeeming Error (when enquir'd into) 
they excuſe very handſomely, by ſaying, they 
either /eft their Memorandums at Home, or 
unfortunately miſunderſtood not only the Na- 
ture of the Thing, but alſo what their Pa- 
trons bid em do; either of which, the 'Squire 
ſaid, he had great Hopes they would be guil- 
ty of at his propos'd Entertainment , tho' 
"twas 70 conſiſt but of one Thing; for he had 
known a Sett of them blunder extrava- 
gantly in applanding ſuch balderdaſh Stuff 
as Shakeſpear's, Otway's, Congereve's, and 
and others, alike Wretches of Authors, point 
blanc contrary to the Directions of their 
BenefaGors. 8 


Ox x thing more the Sguire ſaid he had 
obſerv d with reſpect to the Courave of thoſe 
Perſons who ſhow their pretty Teeth, yet 
mecer Bite; whoſe Falour is not a little to 
be admir' d! For notwithſtanding they will 
neither Compoſe themſelves, (as a certain Au- 
Thor defir'd them) nor oblige the World with 

the Knowledge of their Perſons, yet in ow 
7 | mi 
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midſt of the greateſt Aſſemblies, with an aina- 


zing and undaunted Aſurance, they'll make 
nothing to ſet the whole Audience in an Up- 
roar, and under the Shelter of their Obſcu- 
rity, being muffl'd, and a PFull-Pot to the 
Centinel, will vid Defiance to the mit no- 
ble Circle to call them to any Account, 

The Squire (after this Relation) proceed- 
ed upon the Queſtion, much wondring how 
an Ingenious Author with Scholaſtic Learn- 
ing could make fo unhappy a-Choice as he 
thought Momus was, for his Firſt Word of 
Invitation, unleſs he had firſt gain'd a Num- 
ber of Proſelites ſufficient for his Purpoſe, by 
bringing back a Part of Mankind to the good 
and wholeſome old Way of thinking, and 
original State of Innocence. For I remem- 
ber, /aid the Squire, to have read when I 
was at School, of one Momus, who was 
hated by all us un/ucky Boys ; and tho' our 
Maſter (who diſcern'd our Diſlike of him) 
fold us, that notwithſtanding Momns might 
ſeem to us a very odd Fellow, and a Tel//- 
Tale, Fault-fnding God of the Ancients, 
yet he was as uſetul in his Way as any 
God of them all; for which Reaſon he 
urg'd that the Boys ought to revere him. 
Nevertheleſs, we unlucky Ones being near 
as cunning, tho not altogether ſo wiſe as our 
Mafter, ſoon diſcover'd he was not a little 


felf-intereſted in what he had ſaid ; and that 
On. F being 
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being inform d of other People's Crimes was 
a Thing he much lib d, which made him 
cry up Momus. Therefore to be as much 
on a Parr with our Maſter as our young 
Heads would reach, we utjanimouly gave 


each Favourite Boy of his, who was natu- 
rally addicted to run with our Faults to his 
Ear, the Nick-name.of Momus ; and inſtead 


of agreeing with our Maſter's Counſel, we 
cultivated a greater Diſſike to the Name 
than ever; more eſpecially when twas evi- 
dent, That not one of us ever ſuffer d the 
Laſh under his Jurisdiction, but Monwus was 
the Cauſe of its being put in Execution ; and 
Pique the Squire ſaid was a great Matter 
in the Affair he was arguing upon, which 
made 'him the more wonder, that any Man 
could believe it poſſible to ſingle out a Sett 
of worthy People, without a Mixture of 
reſenting School-Boys, who had imbib'd an 
irreconcilable Inveteracy agaiuſt all TH tale 
Momus's : Beſides, the Squire ſaid, if the 
Momus he debated upon, anſwer d the Cha- 


OWE he formerly read of him, he muſt be 


a cruſty, ſurly, peeviſh,, impudent , lying 
Fellozw, who would — baulk openly to 


find Fault with his Brother Gods, tho 


never ſo much his Superiors ; and without 
Favour or Aﬀection made it his Buſineſs the 
telling as many falſe Tales as true Ones : 
Therefore, faid the Squire, who among 10 
co 


US 


fel 
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could. have thought that a political Man 
would ever have choſe ſuch an Out of the 
way Perſon as Momus, for a Fack-Pud- 
ding to divert a Nnmber of People, who, 
altho they are without Fault, would, Nine 
of them in Ten, depart grumbling, out of 
a true Spirit of Humanity; reſenting to hear 
their Neighbours Crimes publiſhed on this 
Stage of Life, by ſuch a Night- Bird as Mo- 
mus * For, if Memory hant given me the 
Slip; Monms was the real Son of that dark 
and difmal Jade Nzzhr, who ſhelters all the 
Whores and Street-Robbers about Town, 
kth mer: the Convex-Eyes of Aftrea 
are judicially fix'd at moſt Avenues, for the 
ſafe Conduct of honeſt Bachanaleans, who 
ſeldom take their Journey homeward till 
that black Hagg Madam Obſcurity is got 
abroad in her full Meridiau. I own, ſome 
Sycophants now. and then flatter the Huſſey 
with the Name of Good Night; but never- 
theleſs I muſt have the Liberty of hating the 
Baggage for bringing into the World that ſad 


Fellow Mons. 


Tux Squire to conclude his Argument 
againſt the Word, alledg'd, That as very 
few wou'd be diverted with hearing their 
Faults, Momus could not be any way en- 
tertaining to ſuch a Number as an Author 
inclines to invite: And as he believ'd Mc- 

mus 


( 44 ) 
mus was a Word underſtood but by very few, 


it could not be judg'd any more inviting to 
that Part of the deſir d Number who did not 


know him, than to thoſe that did; for as 

: i the firſt Blow is generally accounted half 
1 the Battle, ſo the firſt and empbhatic Word 
ll of a Title generally ſtrikes the Reader's 
14 Mind with Pleaſure or Diſlike, making half 
| the Impreſſion at one Stroke, be it good or 
13 bad. A plain Inſtance of which the Suire 
WL; - ſaid, we might daily ſee, by only giving our 
| 'F ſelves the Trouble of ſtepping into a Bookſel- 
[FR lers Shop, where we ſhould quickly diſcern 
1 how much ſuperior the Policy of a Bookſeller 
| | i is to the Judgment of an Author; by obſerv- 
158 ing the Lime-tævigg Titles of their own com- 
Fi poling, which are laid in great Order on 
45 their Compters, to catch the curious Birds 
| | ' of Life, who wou'd ne'er be taken in by the 
© | Author's. Chaſt, if there was not a little 
—_— | Rhetorical Corn of a Bookſeller thrown over 
15 it. And therefore he ſaid, Momus evanting 


„ that Lime-twigg Faculty, was not, in bis 
Opinion, a diſcreet Word for the Title of 
an Entertainment : But he own'd himſelf 


' not ſo ſufficient a Judge as the Matter in de- 
i bate requir d; and therefore he deſir d Doc- 
. tor Puzzlepate would begin, and oblige 


him with 276 T houghts upon the Queſtion. 


. Sguire Wronghead having thus cloſed his 
* ES. 2 pd Diſ- 


Ip ©» = a Fab oc oe po 


(45) 


Diſcourſe, gave a much long'd-for Liberty 
of Speech to the Doctor, whoſe Impatience 
prevented the Ceremony of a ſecond Re- 
queſt ; for in Half a ſecondof Time he prov'd 
his undoubted Right of being the next imme- 
diate Orator upon the Subject in Hand. 


Tux Prelude of his Harangue conſiſted 
of two or three awkward Compliments to 


. Squire IWronghead, upon what he had ſpoke 
of Momus, with regard to his having ſaid 
ſo much, and argud ſo very long upon @ 
Theme which did not ſeem to him altogether 


ſo well propos d in the Oweſtion as otherwiſe 


it might have been: For, ſaid, the Doctor, 
our Friend Blunderbuſs not having diſtin- 


pc whether the Name in debate was to 
be argu'd upon as the ancient Momus,: or as 
one of a modern Stamp; it could not be 


well decided by any ſingle Genjas till that 


Point was clear d: Nevertheleſs, he ſaid, as 
it gave him his wiſh d-for Opportunity of 


arguing in a different Manner to what Sguire 
| Wronghead had ſaid upon it; he was much 


better pleas d with finding ſuch an Obſcurity 
in the Oveſt;on, than he ſhould have been to 


have had it put in a plain Way. For the 


Dadctor ſaid, if the Momus in debate had 
been abſolutely ſtated as the Fault-finding 
Whelp of the Ancients, he muſt in ſuch a 
Caſe have thought himſelf a 2 
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big d to ſubmit in all Reſpe&s to what 
Squire Wronghead had advanc'd on that 
Head, and to have directly laid down his 


Cudeed of Argument | upon the Squeres Art, + 
"Blow. 


By T as the Oneſie ſeem'd in the Doc- 
tors Mind to ſtand thus between Hawk and 
'Buzzard, he hugg'd himfelf with the Ad- 
vantage he had in its being as liable to be con- 
ſtru d by him for a modern Momus, as an 
antique Chur; and thereupon he took the 
Freedom of ſaying, That his Opinion was 
not the diſtance of a Furlong from down- 
Tight believing, that ſuppoſing it modern and 
very new, it might poſſibly be very diverting 

fome Folks tor ſome time ; there bet 
one I hing-in that Caſe which ſeem d to him 
exceedingly in Favour of the Word Moms, 
-whether it had any Meaning or none : For 
the Dotor faid, That to the inexprefſivle 
Comfort of ſeveral Perſons whoſe Births had 
happen'd to refine 'em, and who, for the moſt 
part, may chance to entertain a darling Paſ- 
nion for ſuch Words, while new; he could 
aſſure them they had an Opportunity worth 
embracing, to ſay great Matters in this Mo- 

muss Behalf, with reſpect to its never havi 
been as yet poluted by the vulgar Accent 
of either Not men, Chamber-maids, or Cook- 


dene bes; nay, nor was it ever more than 


Once 


once (and then but ſoftly whiſper'd,) by a 
Lady's Woman, who quickly met her fußt 
Reward for doing ſo, in being ſoundly cbid,, 
Therefore, the Doctor ſaid, he did not doubt 
but Momus was not only in Eſteem at that 
Time among the better Sort of Folks, but. 
was very likely to remain ſo for a conſidera 
ble while, being a Word not commonly un- 
derſtood, and by that good Fortune eſcap'd 
a Mixture with your paltry common Senſe, 
whith ſort of Knowledge is with Reaſon 
uot much valued, owing. to the mean Ex: 
traction of the Wretchbes who moſt oulearly 
enjoy the Uſe out... Wa 
_ Nevertheleſs Doctor Puzzlepate could 
not, according to his accuſtom d Method, a- 
void flying off a little from his propos d Se- 
curity of the Word Momus, tho ſtated by 
himſelf as modern and Neew ; for the Doctor 
ſaid, he could neither abſolutely nor properly 
warrant Momas's continuing an Hour longer 
in Favour than Words of common Senſe and 
good Meaning ; he having obſerv'd a Sett of 
Perſons whoſe faſhionable Method of pro- 
ceeding had almoſt deſtroy d the Foundation 
of his ſteady Principles, by their ſetting him 
the Example of , every thing after 
it bad been once handled by People of a l] 
Rau; which Olfervation, he: ſaid, con- 
vine d him ht the beft of Things ms but 
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Short-liv'd with' regard to Furour; and 
therefore he was of Opinion, - that in a ſmall 
Space of Time there would be an open Rup- 
ture among a Sett of Perſons ſocieting in Aſ- 
ſemblies of their own Inſtitution, which So- 
ciety ſeem'd eſtabliſh'd by them, out of a due 
Reſpect to public Oeconomy, with the addi- 
tional Contrivance for its better Support, and 
to ſerve their Friends of that moſt exellent 
Amniſement call d QuADRIIIE, in which Di- 
verſion the glorious Examples as well of In- 
aufiry as Frugality are remarkably conſpi- 
cuous, by daily inſtructing Mankind in he 
diſcreet and pleaſing Art of paſſing away 
their Time ; which leiſure Days and Nights 
they might other ways have loſt, or elſe em- 
ploy'd much worſe, if poſſible ! The Doctor 
added 'as an irfefragable Reaſon for his 
Fears, with regard to the Downfall of dear 
Raviſhing QuavRittE ; that to his Knows 
ledge its Reputation was flain'd with being 
Copied e, J. ulear ; for he had been cre- 
dibly inform'd, that a Link-boy, a Chimney- 
ſweeper, a Black-fhoe=boy, and a KenneFra- 
ker, were very lately aſſembled at a Cellar 
jn Soho, over a Full-Pot of Butt-Beer, with 
Tobacco and Pipes; where after they had res 
gularly plac d themſelves, one at each Corner 
of 4 Joint- Stool, which ſers'd them as a 
T able, with their Landlady's rated, dirty 
Apron inſtead of Velvet, to keep the grealy | 

Cr,” a | aras 


1 
Cards clean: they impiouſly mimich d their 
Berters, and play d away the whole Night 
at Quadrille. And alſo he had receiv'd a- 
nother Information of the ſame Nature, That 
a Pudding - woman, a Ballad. ſinger, 4 
eee , and a Card-match-maker's 
aughter of Roſemary-Lane, were alike 
met in another Cellar by Tyburn-Road, St. 
Giles s, all of them in a loving Way, over 
a Hot Pot, dexterouſly ſhuffling the Pack, 
dealing round to one the other in due Or- 


der, with the ſame Inſolence of the Soho - 


Party, and at the ſame Game, much 20 the 
Diſcredit of renown'd Quadrille : but what 
was ſtrange ; Be confeſs'd there was not to 
bis Hearing one Whore among them] The 
Door therefore ſeem'd convine'd that the 
Gentlefolks of the Town would certainly 
leave it off when they once found it ſo much 
abusd. | oy 

Tur Doctor proceeded with a very odd 
Apology for his Digreſſion, which he juſtly 
ſuppos'd we thought him guilty of ; giving us 
to underſtand, that he took that round-about 
Way purely to make his Argument appear the 
ſhorter, and to ſhow his prodigious Skill in 
Rhetoric, by firſt making us believe that he 
approv'd of Momus, and then how capable 
he was to bring himſelf clean off again, by 
chiming in with our Sentiments of Diſlike to 
the Word, on account of its not ſeeming ſuffi- 
Pry 6G cjently 
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cjently underſtood to be any way entertaining: 
which the Doctor endeavour'd to demon- 
ſtrate, by traverſing the Matter a little further, 
and giving us his Report of ſome Notions that 
were entertain d of it in ſeveral Families, with 
whom he had been frequently debating upon 
its Etymology before that Evening: tho he 
was ſo ſly as not to make any of us in the 
leaſt privy to it till that Moment. 


Tur Doctor began his Report with de- 
elaring he had found moſt People of Opinion 
that the Mamis in diſpute, was a modern 
Name: and was thought by a Perſon in one 
Family, to have been invented by its Author 
in the way of a new-ſafhion'd Family Rid- 
dle: and therefore they argued: upon it in the 
familiar Phraſe of Riddle my Riddle my 
Ree, &c. — But the Doctor aſſur d us, that 
after a tedious Debate ended, none of them 
could find out neither what this Momus 
could be, nor who. 

Ix another Family he faid where they 
were. diſputing upon the Word; a Nurſe 
who was leading a Child about the Room, 
put in her Verdi&, and begg'd her Lady 
would give her Leave to make Uſe of that 
Word Momus for the keeping little, Maſter 
in Awe when he was naughty, inſtead of 
Rawhead and Bloody-bones : for ſhe thought 
it ne like a more genteel Name chan 

either 


z © 4 
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either them, or Bugga- Borp. Her Lady repri- 
manded her, -- bid her mind the Cradle, 
and rejoin d her Thoughts upon Momus, with 
thoſe of the Company: which amounted to 
no more tlian the Opinion of others, who ge- 
nerally us d to ſay, Let Momus have a Mean- 
ing or no Meaning; or be it what, or who it 
wou d? Mou us had coſt them a great 
deal of Money to no purpoſe, and that was 
all they knew. of it. 


In the next Family, where the whole 
Converſation wasengagd-upon the ſame En- 
quiry, the Doctor ſaid, he could reach no 
nearer to the Meaning of 1Momns, than he 
had done before; and he confeſs'd, that in 
all his Viſits he had not met with one who 
lik'd it : For, notwithitanding they had been 
at the Honſe where the Creature was ſhown, 
and examin'd the whole Matter; they could 
Not make any thing of it : all agreeing, that 
it ſeem'd to them like a Man making a ſad 
Noltſe,— very ill dreſs'd,- and a thing 
that no-body could tell what to make of; 
more than that, -every-body ſaid, (if that was 
Momus.) he ſeem'd to be got into very bad 
Company ; joining with others in their Con- 
clugon ; That Momus had coft them a de- 
wiliſh deal of Money, which the Doctor 
ſaid, they to convince him, produc'd the fol- 
Jowing B71 f Expences for their Family the 
firſt Night. | Ex- 
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either them, or Bugga-Bow., Her Lady repri- 
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it ſeem'd to them like a Man making a fad 
Noiſe, — very ill dreſs'd,- 


and a thing 
that no-body could tell what to make of ; 
more than that, everybody ſaid, (if that was 
Momus.) he ſeem'd to be got into very bad 
Company ; joining with others in their Con- 
cluſſon; That Momus had coft them a de- 


diliſb deal of Money, which the Doctor 


ſaid, they to convince him, produc'd the fol- 
Jowing Bill of Bxpences for their Family the 
firſt Night. 8 
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Expended in Sir Hunpbry Snarle's Family for the 
Account of the New Entertainment calld 


MOMUS, viz. 


For Coach-hire to Lincoln- Irn- Reli z 
one of their own Horſes being lame. 


Four Places+in the Side-Box for the 
Old Lady, her two Daughters, and 
the Young Gentleman (their firſt >ox 1 © 
Couſin,) One Guinea. Which was | 
I 8. in the Box-keeper's Pocket. 
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The Book of Momus, — —— oo | I 6 

Tea in the Boxes, and Orange - Chips. oo 2 6 

Coach Home, —— | — 00 1 6 
Beſides Ex pences in dreſſing for the? ge 


new Entertainment, Extra Milinary 
Ware: ſuch as Political Gauſe- Head: 


for encouraging the Spittlefields Wea- ; 
vers, in Pique to the Ofend Trade, &c. p21 PP 9 


together with ſeveral other neceſlary | 
Baubles, and a Supper ſpoiFd, — 21 21 
deftly judg d in the Whole at about = 


Total — 22 8 0 


— —— 


Walen Bill it ſeems made the good old 
Gentleman (who waited for them at Home 


| with Impatience,) ſware an Oath of the firſt 
1 l | | Mag- 
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Magnitude at their Arrival, that they were 
a Pack of inconſiderate Fools: For that 
after all their blundering about Riddles and 
the Meaning of this, and that, and tother; 
tho they could not make it out, '7was plain 
to Bim as the Noſe on his Face; that Momus 
was Latin for t2w0 and twenty Pounds eight 
Shillings Sterling. a 


Tu Doftor at laſt having * out his 
Diſcourſe to the utmoſt limits of his Lungs, 
came to the following Cloſe of his Argu- 
ment, which we as heartily long d to hear 
ended, as his eager Mind was defirous of 
beginning it. . 


H ſaid that, in ſhort, Momus appear d 
to him in ſome reſpects entertaining enough, 
but in. others quite contrary, He thought 
it an indiſcreet Title. He could make 
nothing of it. and the reſt of the Title 
ſeem'd to him. very ill compoſed. For the 
Word Medding in it was not Policy, Mar- 
riage not having a Sound ſo exceedingly in- 
viting as it ſhould have ; nor the Word Q- 
era did not ſeem altogether ſo pleaſing. as 
it has been : But as for the Dramatis Pere 
ſanæ ! it look'd in his Mind like the Liſt of 
a Tag- Rag and Bob-Tail Crew, not wor. 
thy his arguing upon, but in the Lump: 
Therefore he gave us his Opinion of it in few 
98 Words, 


„„ 
Words, That he believ'd them to be a Par- 
cel of very ſorry Wretches, and tho he 
knew nothing of one more than the other; 
he gueſs d the Miniſter of Fate was meant 


for ach Catch; the Scene of the Avennes . 


for Newgate, &c. andthe Court of Deſtiny 
for the Old. Baily. . 2 


Mill Blunderbuſs rav'd confoundedly at 
Doctor Puzzlepate for having Sum d up the 
Whole, and eſpecially in ſo few Words, be- 
fore he had divided the reſt according to 
Order, into particular, (and what he call'd) 


proper Queſttons ; which he ſaid he had 


been preparing all the time 'Sqnire Wrong- 
bead and the Doctor were in debate. But 
after a ſmall Squabble, I aſſum'd the Privi- 
lege they gave me of an Arbitrator, and 
ſoon pacified their mutinous Invectives one 


againſt the other, by averring ; that each of 
them had fully prov'd by the Excellency of 


their Diſcourſes, that "twas very plain there 
dg no Meaning in any one thing they ar- 


gu'd upon, more than that by their Motto it 


appear d that fome Folks really might bet- 


ter ſteal a Horſe than others look over d 


Hedge; and I knew nothing wanting but to 
make a due Entry, and cloſe the Minutes of 
the Night with a Memorandum with regard 
70 Titles in general, according to their new 
Method of Criticiſm, by way of Advice 70 

. . a 


A 
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1 
a New Author, which was agreed to as fol- 
lows, g. Memorandum, T hat an Author 
would meet with more Succeſs in making a 
Dramatis Perſonæ of the Devils in Vogue; 
whoſe Pleaſures -would be more diverting 
than one compos d of the ancient and de- 
cayd Gods, whoſe Virtues are out of Fu- 
ſhion, and Vices ſo little car d to be heard 
ment ion d. 


Will Blunderbuſs, indeed, requeſted me, 

(being dubb'd their Secretary,) that I would 
not cloſe the whole Matter without adding 
two Lines of his own hatching : and begg'd 

= they might be regiſter d in Honour of their 
Brother Wronghead ; which being done, 
we departed with the Ceremony of Fare- 
well, — Cod be with ye. ur Servant, 
—— and Good Night. The Lines were, 


As Seeds of Nonſence ſuit all Climes, 
The Wrongheads may be Right ſometimes. 
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